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What is the danger/risk 
A permit-to-work system is a formal written system used to control certain types of work that are potentially 
hazardous. A permit-to-work is a document which specifies the work to be done and the precautions to be taken. 
Permits-to-work form an essential part of safe systems of work for many activities. They allow work to start only after 
safe procedures have been defined and they provide a clear record that all foreseeable hazards have been considered.  
Understanding and following controls within permits is critical to your health and safety.  
 

Incident Information 
Following two recent electric strikes it was established that 
both Permits to Break Ground were not completed 
correctly.  Both had stated that the ground had been 
surveyed using a CAT and Genny when in fact they hadn’t. 
Had the questions been answered truthfully then both 
strikes would have been avoided.  One of the strikes was 
on an EHV cable which by luck was ‘on standby’.  Had it 
been live there could have been potential fatalities.  

 
Action Required 

1. Permits must be filled out truthfully and correctly 
before work begins – A permit is a legal document! 

2. All teams members involved in the activity covered in 
the permit must be involved in filling out the permit 
and once completed sign up to the permit 

3. If a high risk service is present or an escalation point is 
triggered (answer no to a question that should be 
answered yes) then it is your legal responsibility to 
inform your supervisor  

4. If an escalation point is triggered on a permit then the 
supervisor must follow correct procedure and sign off the permit once they are happy it is safe to continue the activity  

5. No work should be undertaken without a permit in place if one is required 
6. If you are not sure how to fill out a permit or if an escalation point has been triggered then stop work and contact your 

supervisor 

 

Contacts for further advice 
David Coffey davidcoffey@murphygroup.co.uk 
Lawrence Taplin lawrencetaplin@murphygroup.co.uk 
Tim Wright tim.wright@morrisonus.com 
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We the undersigned have been made aware of the contents of this briefing. If we are unable to carry out the work safely or 
if the environment is at risk, we agree that we must immediately stop work and inform our manager/supervisor. 
 

Date Name Signature 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Manager/supervisor’s signature:        Date:  
 
Please continue on another copy for additional employees 
 

Subject: Permits 


